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The NMSBVI Mission:
NMSBVI, an innovative leader and unifying entity in the field of educating students birth-high school who are blind or visually impaired, will identify and ensure quality education through collaborative relationships with students, families, and local/state/national partners to provide outstanding advocacy, training, resources, and support services, thus ensuring that all students who are blind or visually impaired will become independent, productive members of their communities.

Students who have a reduced level of visual functioning that interferes with their educational and day-to-day activities, but still have some degree of functionally useful vision, are typically referred to as having low vision. The New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired offers the Access to Learning Low Vision Clinic which provides a special examination to determine a student’s level of visual functioning and to identify optical and non-optical tools, including assistive technology, which may enhance the student’s visual abilities.


Low Vision Clinic Services Provided
•  NMSBVI Access to Learning Low Vision Clinics will be scheduled at sites throughout the state during the course of the school year. 
•  At the clinic, each student will be evaluated by the Low Vision Specialist. Most students will also spend time with other clinic personnel for further assessment and trial with optical or non-optical devices and assistive technology devices.
•  Plans for follow-up support and services will be coordinated between the clinic team and members of the student’s educational team to facilitate implementation of the recommendations generated by the Low Vision Clinic evaluation


Eligibility
•  The NMSBVI Access to Learning Low Vision Clinics are provided at no cost to parents or school districts of students with low vision in New Mexico. 
•  The student must qualify for services as a student with a visual impairment


Referrals
Referrals are made by a student’s teacher of students with visual impairments (TVI) or orientation and mobility (O&M) specialist, or another member of the educational team. The Low Vision Clinic coordinator will oversee contact with the family, TVI and/or O&M Specialist and member’s of the student’s educational team with regard to scheduling and other information.


For more information about the Low Vision Clinic Services & Schedules, please contact:

Margaret Hidalgo - Low Vision Clinic Consultant
NMSBVI Outreach Services, 801 Stephen Moody Street SE
(575) 415-6044
email:  margarethidalgo@nmsbvi.k12.nm.us

Angela Harris - Administrative Assistant, NMSBVI Outreach Services
1900 North White Sands Blvd., Alamogordo, NM  88310
Phone:  (575) 437-3505 ext. 4431
email:  AngelaHarris@nmsbvi.k12.nm.us

Or, please visit our website at www.nmsbvi.k12.nm.us


Low Vision Clinic Dates for 2021-2022

November 3, 2021 ~ Roswell 

January 26-27, 2022 ~ Las Cruces

February 9, 2022 ~ Albuquerque

March 9, 2022 ~ Albuquerque 
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